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USE of INJECTIONS, 
in the | Gononnmans, 


Mongft the numbers that have written 

4 on the venereal diſeaſe, no one hath, 
as yet, given a general view of the uſe of 
injections. Thoſe who have mentioned 
them having, for the moſt part, recommends 
ed them, either as containing ſome ſpecific 
property to remove the infection, as Maſi- 
tanus, Mayerne, and all others who make uſe 
of mercurials ; or elſe as aftringents, to be 
uſed after the virulence of the diſeaſe has 
been firſt corrected, as Blegny and his follo- 
wers. A third ſort may be mentioned, who 
profeſs ſome wonder- working ſecret, that is 
to ſuit every circumſtance of the diſeaſe that 
can ever occur, and which, from their great 
philanthropy, they are ready to diſpenſe to 
all who have faith to believe in, or money 
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to pay for, the remedy. I am ſorry to name 
Cockburn in the front of theſe pretenders to 
noſtrums; as he was otherwiſe a man of good 
abilities, and has, in my opinion, given us 
the beſt deſcription of the ſeat of the diſeaſe 
of any we have extant. It was natural to 
expect. after what Blegry and Cockburn had 
written on the ſubject, thats ſome further 
enquiry ſhould have been made into the na- 
ture and ule of theſe kinds of remedies, 
But Aſtruc, who by all is allowed to have 
been the beſt writer on this diſcaſe, ſo ſtrong- 
ly oppoſed them, in which he was ſupported 
by our countryman Turner, that the uſe of 


them ſeems, for a long time, to have been 
laid aſide. 


It is not to be wondered at that ſuch men 
as Aſtruc and Turner ſhould injure the credit 
of injections, and that the generality of prac- 
titioners, influenced by them, ſhould decline 
their uſe. We are too apt to pay an im- 


plicit obedience to eftabliſhed characters, not 


conſidering that the greateſt men may err. 


Blegny and Cockburn were the principal 
writers of note, who at that time had writ- 
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3 
ten on the ſide of injections. The former 
of whom ſtuffed ſuch abſurdities into his 
theory of the diſeaſe, that they rendered his 
method of eure, the more rational part of 
his work, liable to be ſuſpected: and the 
latter, though perhaps better acquainted with 
the cauſe and cure of the gonorrhœa than 
moſt that preceded him, loſt a character 
he might otherwiſe have eſtabliſhed, by 
boaſting of a private remedy. Men of ge- 
nerous principles deſpiſe an illiberal mind: 
he was oppoſed by Afruc and Turner, whoſe 
candour and humanity gained them the con- 
fidence of mankind, while the empirical 
Cockburn ſunk into oblivion, 


Theſe are probably the principal reaſons 
that have for ſo long a time prevented in- 
jections from coming into uſe, To this 
may be added that ſordid diſpoſition of ma- 
ny of thoſe who preſcribed injections to 
conceal their method of cure, leſt any be- 
ſides themſelves ſhould partake of its emo- 
lument. 


But notwithſtanding the prejudices of 
ſome, and the intereſted views of others, in- 
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jections have, of late years, come greatly 
into uſe, and the advantages ariſing from 
them have exceeded our moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations. 


The greateſt misfortune we at preſent 
labour under, is the various and contradic- 
tory opinions that have prevailed amongſt 
the faculty, of the kinds that are to be cho- 
| ſen, and of the propereſt time for uſing 
them. Some contending for mercurials, 
others for aſtringents, and others, eſpecially 
in the beginning, for emollients and deter- 
gents, Some again are for uſing them at 
the firſt appearance of the diſeaſe, while 
others are of opinion that its virulence ſhould 
previouſly be corrected. 


In order, as far as lies in my power, to 
clear up theſe difficulties, and to aſcertain 
the real uſe of injections in this diſeaſe, I 
have undertaken the following work, 


L have long wiſhed that ſome of my more 
able brethren had obliged us with more cer- 
tain rules for the uſe of theſe kinds of appli- 
cations ; but as no one has yet done it, I 


hope 
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hope I ſhall ftand excuſed, for offering my 
thoughts on the ſubject. I am ſenſible of 
my own inability, and of the difficulties be- 
fore me; but I know alſo the candour of 
my judges. I am ready, if I have advanced 
any thing wrong, to acknowledge 1t on con- 
viction; and I thould think myſelf greatly 
obliged to any man that would point out 
my errors. Where I differ in any reſpect 
from methods recommended by others, I hope 
I ſhall aſfign a ſufficient reaſon, and would 
not wiſh to inſinuate any reflection on their 
abilities or practice; on the contrary, 1 look 
upon every man who offers new thoughts 
on the practice of medicine, however he may 
differ from me in ſentiment, as praiſe- 
worthy ; and that we are under greater ob- 
ligations to {ach a one, for his opinion on- 
ly, than to him who confines the diſcovery 
of the moſt uſeful medicine within his own 
breaſt, The one wiſhes at leaſt to be uſeful 
to ſociety, while the other regards the wel- 
fare of mankind no farther than as it may 
be ſubſcrvient to kis own advantage. 


I ſhall not confine myſelf, in theſe obſer- 
vations, to the ſtrict rules of order and me- 
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thod, which would require more time, and 
better abilities for writing than I am maſter 
of, but ſhall firſt endeavour to collect as 


exact an account of the ſymptoms and ſeat 


of the diſeaſe as I can, and I ſhall conſider 
what ends external applications may anſwer ; 
I ſhall next endeavour to remove ſome pre- 
judices againſt local remedies. I ſhall alſo 
collect ſuch obſervations and remedies as have 
been propoſed by others, with ſome ſhort 
notes on their practice; and afterwards en- 
deavour to ſhew how far injections may be 


uſeful, and what kinds are likely to be of 
the moſt ſervice, 


The ſymptoms which uſually precede and 
accompany the virulent gonorrhea, as de- 
livered by the beſt writers, are as follow. 
At firſt, a flight and not diſagreeable ſenſa- 
tion is felt in the urethra, accompanied with 
a {mall diſcharge of matter, glewing up, as 
it were, the orifice; a ſlight ſtain marks the 
linen, accompanied with a little heat, ſcarce- 
ly painful, in making water, with a kind of 
rotation in the teſticles. In the increaſe of 
the diſeaſe, matter 1s formed in the urethra, a 
running comes on, attended with heat, and 


pain 
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pain in making water, eſpecially at the begin · 
ning and end of it ; the extremity of the 
urethra grows red and painful, and gapes wi- 
der than uſual. By degrees the diſcharge 
from the urethra increaſing, it becomes ſharp 
and acrimonious, and the heat and pain in 
making water grow exceſſive. Here is the 
natural progreſs of an inflammation, from its 
firſt ſtimulus to its compleat ſtate. The 
ſeat of the diſeaſe, at this time, is a little 
within the urethra, and ſomewhat below the 
glands, 

To account for the formation of matter, 
we need only obſerve that the urethra has 
two membranes, the outward covering the 
external part of the urethra, and the internal 
terminating at its orifice ; that the ſpace be- 
twixt theſe two 1s filled with a great num- 
ber of very {mall glands ; that there are alſo 
ſeveral openings into the urethra, which fur- 
niſh a peculiar mucus, probably for the de- 
fence of the part: beſide theſe lacunæ, there 
are alſo a vaſt number of lacunulæ, all which 
terminate in the urethra, and ſerve to con- 
vey the {ſecretions intended for that part. 
We need not therefore be ſurpriſed at the 
formation of matter, when we conſider the 
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ll effect of an increaſed ſtimulus on parts that 


il are continually ſecreting a fluid, as the glands 
= of thoſe parts are; or that it ſhould find a 
4 vent where ſo many outlets are provided. 


It is further probable, that theſe outlets fur- 
niſh the matter, from obſerving, that at its 
firſt appearance the mucus is but little alter- 
| ed from its natural ftate, and that after the 
I matter is perfectly formed, the mucus en- 
| tirely diſappears. 


It is further to be obſerved, that at this 
time the {eat of the diſeaſe is not far down 
the urethra, and that therefore the profirate 
and veficule ſeminales are not af ed ed which; 
34 is proved by the ſeat of the pain; and by 
[ preſſing externally on the parts; for you can 
by no means diſcover, by preſſure or other» 
wiſe, that they are any way injured : cer- 
tainly if thoſe glands were to furniſh but a 
{mall part of the acrimonious virulent mat- 
ter, they would thew {ome ſigns of being 
diſeaſed ; ſome little pain might be at leaſt ex- 
peed when they were preſſed upon or 
roughly handled : we ſee plainly enough 
that when, in the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and 
by their contiguity to the urethra, they come 
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to be affe ted, they ſhew it as certainly as any 
other part, to the no ſmall trouble both of 
the practitioner and patient. 


Let us further obſerve the progreſs of the 
diſeaſe. 


The running and pain continuing and in- 
creaſing, the whole urethra becomes inflam- 
ed, pain is felt throughout the whole canal, 
the inflammation is extended, priapiſms and 
cordee torment, the patient, and now pain 
may be felt by preſſing the proſtratæ and all 
the neighbouring parts. But this 1s not ſuf- 
ficient to prove that thoſe glands are infect- 
ed with the virulent matter, or that their 
contents are vitiated : inflammations of every 
kind are attended with pain, tenſion, and an 
increaſed ſenſibility of the part affected, and 
of thoſe parts that lie near it; conſequently 
thoſe glands that are ſituated near the urethra, 
and whoſe excretory ducts open into it, may 
be naturally ſuppoſed to ſuffer, when the in- 
flammation of the urethra is violent, and in 


fact we often find they do, 
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We alſo conſtantly find that thoſe applica- 
tions which mitigate the pain in the urethra, 
are a certain relief to theſe glands. I am 


not ſpeaking of that criſis when matter is al- 


ready formed, but when the pain is firſt per- 
ceivable in thoſe glands, as it often is, long 
before the formation of matter. 


In this ſtate we find that proper applica- 
tions will not only relieve the pain in the 
urethra, but that theſe glands will receive an 
equal benefit. This is particularly to be ob- 
ſerved of injections, which will frequently, 
in a ſmall ſpace of time, remove every ſymp- 
tom of pain from the nretara, and from 
thoſe glands we are ſpeaking of. 


I believe it will be granted that it is next 
to impoſſible to throw any of the injection 
into the proſtratæ or veſiculæ ſeminales, and 
therefore that they cannot receive any bene- 
fit, but in the ſame manner as they become 
diſeaſed, viz. by conſent of parts. 


It is therefore reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
at this time the urethra only is the ſeat of the 
gonorrhea : it is of little conſequence whe- 

ther 
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ther the diſeaſe proceeds from an abrafion of 
the urethra only, or from the vitiated quality 
of the liquor ſeparated from the lacunæ; the 
latter being equally as ſuſceptible of relief 
from local applications as the former; for 
whether there be an inflammation of the 
membrane alone originally, or of thoſe in- 
numerable ſmall glands immediately under 
it, the ſymptoms will be nearly the ſame, 
and will require a ſimilar treatment. 


Let us go on to conſider the diſeaſe in 


its decline. 


After it comes to its height, the pain 
leſſens and by degrees goes off, the running 
generally aſſumes a better colour and con- 
ſiſtence, and at length ceaſes: but where 
it does not end ſo favourably, from the 
great relaxation of the veſſels that furniſhed 


it, a continual diſcharge remains, which 


though uninfectious, is difficult to be re- 
ſtrained. 


From this review it 1s clear, that from 
the ſtimulus occaſioned by the virulent 
nature of the diſeaſe, an inflammation is 

brought 
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brought on, and is the immediate occaſion 
of every painful ſymptom. 


We ſee alſo that bleeding, cooling, laxa- 
tive and antiphlogiſtick remedies have ge- 
nerally been of ſervice to remove the diſ- 
eaſe: but as theſe could only act as univer- 
fals, they could not always cure. As far 
as to leflen the inflammation, they could 
operate, but in the conſequent relaxation 


they were of no ſervice. Hence aroſe the 


neceſſity of additional remedies, which were 
choſen according to the particular opinions 
of thoſe who had the care of the diſeaſe. 
Thoſe who could not Atisfy themſelves 
that the virulence was ſufficiently corrected 


while the running continued, eſpecially if 


of an ill colour, had recourſe to mercurials 
as the only certain ſpecifics. Others at- 
tempted to {often and obtund the acrimony 
by balſamicks, and others endeavoured to 
brace the relaxed veſſels by aſtringents: 
but as theſe attempts were made by internals 
only, they muſt often fail. The great al- 
teration they undexwent in the courſe of 
the circulation, before _—_ could arrive at 
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the part where they were intended to act, 
left them too weak to anſwer the end. 
Some indeed had recourſe to injections, but 


as I have before obſerved, deferred them too 
long. 


Had the ſame complaint fallen on any of 
the external parts of the body, there is no 
doubt but we ſhould have had recourſe to 
ſuch local applications as had a tendency 
to cool the heat and abate the pain; and 
whatever we had thought of the virus of the 
firſt cauſe, we ſhould have endeavoured, as 
much as poſſible, to appeaſe the ſymptoms. 


It is ſtrange that ſo many years ſhould 
h. ve elapſed before this manner of reaſoning 
could be applied to the venereal diſeaſe ; but 
it is till more ſurpriſing that ſome ſhould 


yet condemn the practice. 


It is certain that when the ſymptoms of 


a gonorrhoea become gradually milder, and 
diſappear by degrees, and in a reaſonable 
time, the cure is ſafely c 
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It may alſo be admitted as a fact, and ex- 
perience will fully juſtify it, that by the 
help of proper injections this end is attained 
with more certainty than by internals alone. 


Av anſwer to the following queries may 
ſerve to ſhew the uſe of injections, and alſo 
point out the kinds that will beſt ſuit the 


purpoſe. 


By what method is the cure performed 
when only mild, cooling, laxative methods 
have been uſed without the aſſiſtance of mer- 
curials? Is the virulency corretedorexpelled ? 


The property of corrècting the venereal 
poiſon has been univerſally aſcribed to mer- 
cury only; I believe nobody would truſt 
to a few doſes of ſalts and manna in that 
view. 


If it is carried off, whether it be by the 
inteſtinal canal, or by any other of the na- 
tural outlets, it muſt firſt be abſorbed and 
paſs through the circulation ; in this view 


it muſt leſſen our apprehenſion of the miſ- 
chief 


x 


it 
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chief that has been ſuppoſed to ariſe from 


abſorption. 


In either ſuppoſition it is plain that the 
fears that have influenced ſome of our beſt 
writers with reſpe& to injections will appear 
to be groundleſs ; for would not the event 
be the ſame from either method of ſending 
it into the habit ? 


Let us conſider further, if the matter be 


locked up by aſtringents, what becomes of it? 


Either it muſt remain ſhut up in the veſſels 
in which it was lodged when the aſtringents 
were applied, or it muſt be abſorbed into the 
circulation and ſo pafs all over the body, 
The former of theſe ſuppoſitions ſeems ſome- 
times to be the caſe, where the running is 


| ſuddenly ſtopped, whether with or without 


injections, or otherwiſe we could not ac- 
count for the profuſe diicharge frequently 


conſequent to ſuch accidents. But the ab- 
ſorption into the habit deſerves a further en- 


quiry, and it will aſſiſt to elucidate the ſub- 
ject, if we conſider what muſt be the conſe- 
quence of matter diffuſed over the habit in 
its virulent ſtate, | 


This 
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This matter 1s proved to be capable of in- 
fecting the ſound juices of the body, and of 
bringing them into a morbid ſtate ; and tho' 
the blood may not be capable of being thus 
infected, yet the glandular ſecretions are all 
of them liable to be ſo. Therefore when in 
the courſe of the circulation it comes to thoſe 
glands, ſuch ſymptoms as are conſequent 
to diſordered glands muſt always ariſe, and 
be the conſtant and invariable conſequence. 


But let me appeal to practice and obſer- 
vation ; 15 this commonly the caſe ? do we 
generally find that on the ceaſing of the run- 
ning a pox enſues ? or de we not rather ob- 
ſerve, that poxes moſt commonly are com- 
municated, either from the very beginning, 
or elſe, when the gonorrhœa is the firſt 
ſymptom, is it not uſually after a long-con- 
tinued, ill-conditioned running, that the pox 
ſupervenes? I never knew a gonorrhœa 
that was not attended with external ulcers, 
or hardened glands, and that was carried off 


in a reaſonable time, ever leave a pox behind 
It. 


If 


1911 


11 it be urged, that by the internal anti- 
phlogiſtic regimen the inflammation being 
taken off, nature 1s at liberty to do the work 
herſelf, and that the diſeaſe runs off by the 
ſame paſſages it entered, let it be admitted ; 
ſurely then, whatever external applications 
will aſſiſt in repreſſing the inflammation, 
eſpecially ſuch as at the ſame time will brace 
up and ſtrengthen the fibres, and thereby in- 
creaſe the moving power of the veſſels, muſt 


be of ſervice, | 

From what has been ſaid, the following 

inferences may, I think, be juſtly admitted. 

That the lacunæ of the urethra alone fur- 

niſh the principal part of the matter in a 

gonorrhoea ; that the proſtrate and veficule 

ſeminales are not affected but by length of 

time, and improper treatment ; that local re- 

medies may be of ſervice in this diſorder, as 

they are in other inflammations. It may 

alſo be inferred, that irritating and ſtimulat- 

: ing applications muſt be injurious, and that 

thoſe that are cooling and ſedative muſt be 

uſeful: that the increaſed heat and pain 

brought on by the former, muſt be produc- 

tive of great miſchief, and that the latter 
will, on the contrary tend to prevent it. 
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I would only add, in this place, that I am 
not contending for the uſe of injections only, 
but tor recommending them as aſſiſtants to 
internal remedies. How far they are to be 
truſted to alone 1s yet to be determined. 
Thus much only can be aflerted, that in ſome 
caſes they will frequently, anſwer; but that 
in others, there is ſo great a degree of viru- 
lence, that it requires our utmoſt care and 
vigilance to ſubdue it. An error on the ſafe 


Aide is certainly the beſt ; I would therefore 
adviſe, eſpecially the younger practitioners, 
to neglect no methods that are known to be 


of ſervice. Thoſe who are beginning in bu- 


ſineſs may perhaps receive ſome lights from 


theſe conſiderations, or at leaſt will have it 
in their power, by appealing to their elder 
brethren in the profeſſion, to aſcertain how 
far they may be uſeful. I by no means 
with to influence beyond what experience 
will juftify ; my only aim in communicat- 
ing this treatiſe to the publick, is to promote 
uſeful knowledge, from which I hope it will 
be found I have not deviated, 


I ſhall now, according to my plan, take 
notice of the various opinions of other wri- 


ters, who have recommended injections in 
this 


19 1 


this diſeaſe, and in a ſummary manner men- 


tion the forms they made uſe of, to which 1 


ſhall add ſuch occaſional obſervations as may 
tend to elucidate the ſubject. 


The firſt writer that mentions them is 
Braſavolus, who, as far back as 1555, re- 
commends an injection, prepared of a decoc- 
tion ex malva, althea, centinod. roſ. balauſt. 
in ag. plantag. to which, if the diſeaſe be at- 
tended with much pain, he orders milk to be 
added, and ſometimes milk alone, 


This, though far from adequate to the 
end propoſed, yet ſo far as wafhing and ba- 
thing the parts could anſwer, was of ſervice ; 
and by joining emollients, and light, cooling 
reſtringents, comes nearer the mark than 
many that have been adopted even in our 
days. 


But Anthony Chalmetus, who wrote in 
1 567, has ſomething well deſerving our at- 
tention, He is the firſt writer who ſeems 
to have known the true uſe of injections; 
and indeed comes ſo near to what is found 
at preſent the beſt practice, that it is ſurpri- 
ſing that his hints were ſo long neglected. 
C 2 In 
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In ſpeaking of the gonorrncea, he gives it 
this remarkable title, Ardor urine cum exul- 
ceratione urethra, a title as deſcriptive of the 
diſeaſe as could well be thought of. He ob- 
ſerves that ſome were for having the com- 
plaint neglected, in expectation that the ve- 
nom would be exhauſted by running off this 
way; but he declares himſelf of a different 
opinion, and ſays it ſhould immediately be 
corrected, ſince by its continuance a con- 
firmed lues may be the conſequence. 


After directing ſuch internals as he 
thought proper, he orders ſome eaſy deter- 
gent liquors to be throw? up the urethra, 
ſuch as decoctum hordeatum cum melle, vel 
ferum lactis cum ſyr. violarum; and when the 
pain is urgent, a thin mucilage ew ſemen. lac- 
tuce maluæ, pſyllii, lint, cydonior, in ag. ca- 
priſolii decoct. Of the juice of this laſt he 
lays, creditur non tantum urine ardorem, ſed 
ronorrheam ipſam curare. 


Where greater deterſion may be neceſſa- 
ry, he orders as follows. 


3 Ag. Plantaginis & Roſarum a a J iij. Ung. g- 
tiac. 33. Album unius Oui diſſlvantur fimul, & Pre 
duobus diebus utatur. | 


Afﬀter- 


1 |] 
Afterwards, as more deficcative, the fol- 
lowing. 


B 44. Plantag,' I ij. Rojar. 3j. Tech. Alb. Rb ai 
3J. M. f. Tijectio poſt deterſionem. 


Surely had a proper attention been paid to 
this man's method, by thoſe who followed 
him, we had not waited to this age for the 
revived uſe of injections. 


It may be remarked that what he calls de- 
tergents, viz. decoct. hord. cum melle, & ſe- 
rum lactis cum ſyr. violar. are of the mildeſt 
kind, and being too weak to irritate the ure- 
thra, would rather act as emollients, and, as 
ſuch, be in ſome degree ſervicable to eaſe 
pain, and relax the tenſion occaſioned by 
inflammation. In his mucilages we may 
obſerve, that when the pain was violent, to 
thoſe which were emollient, he added others, 
to which were aſcribed a cooling property; 
and I doubt not but he found them greatly 
aſſiſtant to internal medicines, towards the 
cure. The two laſt are frequently uſed in 
the preſent practice, except only that the un- 


guent. Agyptiac, is improper, while the in- 


flammation continues, and is only to be uſed 
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| after the virulence is gone off; and then not 
as a deterſive, but as an aſtringent only. 


PP 
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I have found nothing equal to theſe pre- 
{criptions in any other writer, till we come 
nearer our own times. 


Blegny, Chirurgeon to the French king, in 
the laſt century, ſtrongly recommended in- 
jections, and has given us various forms for 
their compoſition, | 


He ſeems to have been ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the venereal diſeaſe, and me- 

thod of cure as then praCaſed ; but led aſide 
by the intricacies of theoretical and falſe rea- 
ſoning, he led both himſelf and his readers 
into difficultics, that neither he himſelf could 
explain, nor they comprehend. Afterwards 
theories that carried a greater degree of pro- 
bability, or at leaſt were ſupported by more 
reſpectable authorities, entirely overthrew 
his ſyſtem, and left it, together with its au- 
thor, too {mall a ſhare of reputation, to af- 
ford a ſanction even to the more rational 
part of his practice. 
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He recommended ſuch methods as are ne- 
ceflary to abate inflammations, adviſing 
{uch internals and externals, as were of a 
cooling nature; for this purpoſe he directs 
anodyne injections in the inflammatory ſtate 
of the urethra ; theſe to be followed with 
deficcatives ; and when the running 1s pro- 
trated to an unuſual length, agglutinants 
and ſtyptics. 


His cooling and anodyne injections, hike 
thoſe already mentioned, were compounded 
ex ſem. cydon. lini, malvæ, &c. boiled in wa- 
ter, to a proper conſiſtence, to which he alſo 
adds milk, and ſometimes he orders milk mixt 
with equal quantities of a decoction of althea 
roots or linſeed. 


The following, formule will includ: the 
principal injections he made ule of. 


R Pitriol. alb. Irid. florent. Campber. a a 3ſö. Allum. 
Rup. 3j. Ag. Rojar. Platag. a 3 viij. M. 


R Mucilag. Sem. Cyden, PHlii cum Ag. Raſar, in u 
bus diſelv. Troch. Alb. Rbaſ. 9h 


B. Suber, Raſſ. 3 ſs. infunde in Deco. Plant. Ib. j. per 
Dies tres; colaturæ adde Ag. Aluminis 311, M. 


R Terra rubræ in Retorto poſt vitriolum diſtillatum re- 
perto Bj. Alum, calcinat. Sacchar, condit, a gr. viij. 
difſolv. in Deco. Curt. Granator. Ib. ij. 


C4 , . 
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| | ) | B Haba fgri Litbarg. Auri, Sal Saturni, Sarcocollæ, Olt- 
1 bani, a a 7. f. Pulv. ſubtiliſ. & miſceatur in De- 
toe, Furfur, & Plamag. Ib ij. 


To theſe he has added a compoſition ſo 
little differing from the lapis medicamentoſus 
Crollii, or the pulv. aſtringens of Du Verney, 
that it 1s needleſs to tranſcribe it. | 


He obſerves, and juſtly, that ſome compo- 
fitions will anſwer in one caſe better than an- 
other ; and that in obſtinate caſes you may 
be obliged to try ſeveral, and that you may 
weaken them at pleaſure, if the patient com- 
* of pain. 


* * 
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The impropriety of jumbling together 
ſuch a number of ſimilar medicines any one 
will perceive ; and whoeyer makes experi- 
ments of them will find the greater part 

much too ſtrong for general uſe, even jn the 
| decline of the diſeaſe, and altogether intole- 
rable in the inflammatory ſtate ; it is there- 
fore no wonder to find that they are now 
Jaid aſide, 
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his obſerving, that by a right uſe of theſe re- 
medies, or others of the ſame nature, you 
will in fifteen, eighteen, or twenty days at 
moſt, accompliſh the cure of all thoſe gonor- 
rhoeas in which there is a running without 
pain and inflammation. But when pain and 
inflammation intervene, you are to have re- 
courſe to the emollients and anodynes before 
mentioned; to which he has added the fol- 
lowing. | 


B Hordei mund. $ij. cogut in ag. commun. ad crepit. 
Colaturg adde Syr. Roſarum ficcat. Abſenthii a a 3. M. 
H. Decoct. Fol. Apii vulg. Ib, j. Mel, Roſur. 35. M. 


R Rad. Ariſtoloch. ratund. Gentianæ in taltolas ſeft. a a 
ſs, Cogue in Ag. commun. lbj. per horam unam Cola- 
ture adde Myrrhe ſubtil. pulu. Ils. M. 


Entering ſo many formulæ may ſeem te- 
dious to thoſe who have already ſeen them; 
but as there are probably ſome who have 
not, I thought it might be of ſervice to bring 
the whole into one yiew, as we may there- : i 
by be better enabled to judge of the propri- of 
ety or impropriety of the methods made uſe 9 
of, 
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Mayern gives us the following. 


R Ag. Calc. Iv). Mel. Ro/at, Zij. Merc. dulc. in Alkool. 
redacti Ji. M. fe injectio. 


This is the firſt mercurial injection I have 
met with; but ſome years after him, Mufita- 
nus, as will be ſeen preſently, praiſes a com- 
poſition of the ſame kind very highly. How 
far they may be ſerviceable in ſome particu- 
circumſtances, I will not take upon me to 
determine; but in the beginning, or during 
the inflammatory ſtate, I can by no means 
think them proper, for reaſons I ſhall men- 
tion, when I ſpeak of mercurial injections in 
general, 


Martin Liſter makes an addition I do not 
remember to have ſeen any where elſe, viz. 
-of opium, as follows. 

R Ag. Plautag. & papav. rhaad, a a Ziij. Opii bene 


uſtulati Ij. Mel. Roſar. 3). Troch, e Minio pure Me- 
zallice 31). M. f. Iajectio. 


Unde (ait) intra paucos dies, & urine 
functiones, & gonorrheam ex toto deſinere. 


How far the opium in this compoſition may 
be uſeful I know not, having never tried it ; 


hip s 


> 
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perhaps from comparative reaſoning, as an 
appeaſer of pain, it might ſometimes be uſe- 
ful. | | 


The credit of this writer is ſcarcely ſuffi- 
cient to eſtabliſh an opinion. He was chief- 
ly remarkable for his liberal uſe of canthari- 
des, a method countenanced by ſome in our 
days, who have impoſed on the publick ſi- 
milar compoſitions, though without the ho- 


neſty and publick {piritedneſs of our author. 


But this by the way. Muſitanus ſpeaks high- 
ly of the following formula, which differs 
from that given by Mayern only by ſubſti- 
tuting aqua plantaginis in the room of the 

the agua calcis, thus, ? 
B 44. Plantag. Zviij. quibus diſſokve Mercurii ſublimati 
dulcis in Altos redacti ij. agitentur fimul & liquor, 


ille turbidus ac tepidus phone eburneo in urethram inji · 
ciatur indies, 


He calls this injection a ſpecific, and ſays 
it will cure a gonorrhcea in three days. 


William Cockburn, whoſe writings have 
made him ſufficiently known, has put this 
matter in a clearer light, than any other [ 
have met with, | "= 
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From an accurate anatomical ſurvey of 
the parts, he has advanced and maintained 
the following poſitions. 


I. That the ſeat of the diſeaſe is at no time 
in the proſtrate glands or vęficulæ ſeminales : 
but that it is always in the glandules of the 
urethra or the lacunæ of thoſe parts, 


II. That the diſeaſe is to be cured by an 
injection of his own invention, by which alone 


the acrimony of the diſcharge is corrected, 


its virulence ſubdued, the flux reſtrained, and 
the part healed, without any trouble or dan- 
ger of ſupervening accidents. 


For his manner of ſupporting his theory, 


ſee his treatiſe on the ſymproms, nature, 


cauſe and cure of a gonorrhcea, 


I ſhall only obſerve here, that if he has car- 
ried the matter too far, in ſaying that the 
proſtrate and veſiculæ ſeminales are never the 
ſeat of the diſeaſe, others have erred as much, 
and laid far greater difficulties in the way of 


euring it, by placing it principally there. 


Altruc's 


* . 
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Aſtruc's criticiſm on Boerhaave confirms 
this doctrine more, I believe, than he intend- 
ed, as he was ſe great an enemy to this way 
of reaſoning, and has taken ſo much pains to 
eſtabliſh a contrary opinion. 


Speaking of a chancre, he ſays, that it is 
not lodged in the adipoſe Membrane, but on 
the tegument itſelf, or at leaſt in thoſe ſeba- 
ceous veſſels underneath, which are thick 
ſpread on the glands and its corona, &c. 
This is evident from the view of ſuch ulcers 
which are ſeated only in the parts in which 
thoſe' veſſels are conſpicuous, and from 
their orbicular form, and alſo from the na- 
ture of the ſcar left after healing, which is 
either none at all or ſcarce diſcernable. An 
argument that no more than the cutaneous 
ſuperfices was deſtroyed by the eroſion of 


the venereal virus. 


But to return to our author. 


It is well known that he laid a principal 
ſtreſs in the cure of a gonorrhæa on the 
uſe of his injection, and in order to give it 
the greater virtue, like moſt of his follow- 
ers, cautions you againſt the uſe of impro- 
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per ones, by which, I apprehend, is to be 
underſtood all others but his own. 


What his injection was compoſed of may 
be gueſſed at, by his own account of its vir- 
tues, and from his manner of treating the 
inflammatory and ſpaſmodic ſymptoms. 


He is, it muſt be confeſſed, very cautious 
of dropping any hints by which his inqui- 
ſitive brethren might diſcover his medicine, 
but ſome, from the nature of his ſubject, 
were unavoidable. : 


In page 128. 3d ed. ie ſays, His in- 
jection 1s uſeful at all times of a gonorrhæa.“ 
It muſt not therefore be heating, ſharp, or 
ſtimulating, for if fo, it could not be borne 
during the inflammatory ſtate. 


Page 129. By his injection the ſharp- 
neſs is deftroyed.” s not this tantamount 
to leſſening the inflammation ? 


Page 196. To remove the cordee, he 
recommends: St. Francis's miſtreſs (a lady 
of Snow) as a certain relief, 


Page 


Ir 
10 


ge 
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Page 224. For inflammatory ymp- 


toms, he recommends „ ſuch medicines as 


allay the preſſing inflammation, and ſecure 
the parts againſt corroſion with the ſharp- 
neſs of the corruption.” For this purpoſe 
he adviſes the following recipienda. 


B Lac. tepidi, ag. rear. rub. @ Zi. 
Sacch. ſaturni Gifs M. et fove 
Glandem et partes vicinas. 


B Flor. Sambuc. Furfur. Siligin; a a M. j. Rad, 
Lilior. alb. Zj. Decogue in Ag. Spermat. ranar, 
Lag. recent. at Ib. j. Colaturæ tepidæ adde Balſam. 
Saturni Zi. M. et foweantur partes tumidæ. 


Will it not be a natural inference, that 
as his injection was uſeful in every ſtate of 
a gonorrhæa, and from his formulæ for in- 
flammatory ſymptoms, that it was com- 
pounded of cooling and refrigerating ingre- 
dients? And does not the ſucceſs that at- 
tends a ſimilar practice at preſent, render 
it probable that the /al ſaturn, vitrioli, or 
the like, were the principal articles in his 
compoſition? It may further be ſuppoſed 
to be of this kind, as we know of no others 


of equal efficacy for this purpoſe, 
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To this may be added, that as he ſtudied 
Blegny well in order to overthrow his hy- 


potheſis, who particularly recommended 
theſe kinds of injections, it is not improba- 


ble that Cockburn might retain the uſeful 


parts of his practice, though he controverted 
the principles on which it was founded. 


Another eaſy and exact method of curing 
the venereal diſeaſe appeared in 1748, by 
Dr. Profily, who is a faithful copyer of 
Cockburn, both in Theory and Practice, and 
like him, a general friend to mankind as 
far as his Greek water and aphirodiſiac 
pills can be of ſervice, a, due reſpect being 
nevertheleſs had to his own advantage. Ac- 
cording to his account, in the cure of a 
gonorrhæa, we muſt firſt endeavour to de- 
ſtroy the acrimony of the diſcharge, and 
repair the relaxation of the excretory ducts; 
to do this he gives crude mercury mixt with 
purgatives m pills; then ſome aſtringent 
medicines, and his Greek water by way of 


injection. 


As he gave aſtringents internally, it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he had no ob- 
jection 


| 100 
jection to their outward application, and 
as he orders ſal ſaturni with other cool- 
ing falts for the heat in the water, it may 
naturally be ſuppoſed that his Greek water 
was of the ſame kind. Whether camphire 
might be added to it I know not, having 
never had the good fortune to ſee any of it; 
but from his frequent preſcribing of that ar- 
tiele in the injections he recommends, it is 
not improbable it made a part of the compo- 
ſition. I ſhall mention his inje&ions to 
complete my plan, 


Aﬀter a ſufficient quantity of mercurial 
laxative medicines, he orders this to ſhorten 
the running. | 


BR Troch. Alb, Rhaſis Ziij. Camphore Dj ſolve in As. 
hordeat. 2x1). pro Injectione. 


The proportion of camphire in this for- 
mula is much too large, few people (men 
eſpecially) could bear half of it. A very 
material circumſtance 1s alſo omitted in the 
preparation. Whenever camphire 1s order- 


ed in awatery menſtruum it ſhould be ſtrain- 
D | ed 
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ed through paper; for as it is indiſſoluble in 
water, ſome {mall flakes, in ſpight of all 


our care, would remain, and when thrown 
up the urethra, would, from its great heat and 


pungency, excite ſymptoms not inferior to 


the moſt painful venereal ones. I had once 
the misfortune to meet with this accident in 


an urethra not at all inflamed; in an inftant 


after the injection was thrown up, the patient 
complained of a burning heat in the paſlage, 
which preſently grew ſo intolerable that I 


was obliged to inje& plain water to waſh it 
out again. 


He orders alſo the ſaiae injection for a 
woman, only increaſing the troches to 5s. 
and the camphire to is, the ſame injection 
may be made to this; though women will 
bear much ſtronger injections than men. 


Another injection (for a woman) is as 
follows. 


N Trech. alb. Rhaſ. Lap. Calamin. pp. a a 3j. Terre 
Japonicæ Ils. Ag. Reſar. Ixij. M. po inje ctioue. 


For 


[3% 


For a caſe of ten weeks ſtanding, he or- 
ders, 


R Ter tint. wenet. 35 « folve cum g. 4. vitel. Oui in- 
corporentur cum Ol. Lini 306. peſtea infunde Ag. Hors 
deat, Thj. M. 


It is always to be obſerved, that whatever 
variations there are in theſe compoſitions, 
yet the Greek water will anſwer the end of 
all, and is to be ſuppoſed a better medicine 
than any other. 


In another place for a ſlight running, 


R Alabaſtri Litharg. auri /al Saturni, Sarcocolli et 
Olibani a Zj. pulw. et miſceant. in Decoct. Furfur. et 
Plangtag, Ibj. pro injectione. 


This is a very injudicious compoſition; for 
though the abſorbent powders may in ſome 
inſtances be properly enough added to the 
refrigerating ſalts, yet the alabaſter is by no 
means equal to bole and others of that claſs, 
on account of its hardneſs and the great dif- 
ficulty of rendering it fine enough for ſuch 
a tender part as the urethra; neither could 
D 2 there 
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* 
there be any neceſſity of uſing the litharge 
and its {alt in the ſame compoſition. The 
above preſcription is copied from Blegny, 


and likewiſe the following one which is of 
twice its ſtrength. 


He next gives us at large the pulvis aftrin- 
gens du Verney, cas 


R Drachmas eres, Merc. dulce. in Al tool redacti Zi). A. 
Plantag. Raſar. aa Ziv. agitentur ſimul et liguoris il- 
lius turbidi ac tepidi in urethram injiciatur indies. 


If this will not do, ſurely nothing will ; 
for whatever deficiencies may ariſe from the 
application of Du Verney's or Muſitanus's 
method ſingly, yet when their united powers 
are employed, they ſurely cannnot fail of 
ſucceſs : perhaps the greater the trouble the 
better the medicine; but a ſimilar compoſi- 
tion, and of equal virtues, may be obtained 
from any of the vitriols calcined, and mixed 
with Ag. calcis. Thoſe who like the addition 
of the Mercury may find various preparations 
of it, that will readily mix with this form. 


He 


I 
He has alſo added to this formula another 


from Blegny, with the Terra rubra left in 
the retort after the diſtillation of the ſtrong 


Spirit of Vitriol, and concludes with the fol- 


lowing ; 


B Ag. Symphiit. Vin, rubr. a a 3viij. fol. Scord. M. j. 
leniter bulliant ; colaturæ adde Ol. Lini camph. zi j. M. 


Theſe are all the variations worth re— 
marking that he has directed, to which I 
have payed a more particular attention as 
they afford plenty of materials for the pur- 
poſe of injections. Though by the way it 
muſt be obſer ved, that the compoſitions are 
for the moſt part much too ſtrong for gene- 
ral uſe. I do not acquit the doctor of a de- 
ſign in theſe formulzz, for as they will, on 
account of their ſtrength, be ſeldom admiſſa- 
ble, the Greek water will ſtand a fairer chance 
for being employed, 


Hitherto we meet with nothing worth 
notice on mercurial injections, Mayern and 
Muſfitanus being the only writers that re- 
commended them. The injections princi- 
pally recommended being either mucilages 
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to ſoften and defend the parts, or cooling an- 


tiphlogiſtic remedies to leſſen the inflam- 
mation. 


But after Aſiruc and Turner had given 
their thoughts on this diſeaſe, and had ſo 
ftrongly oppoſed theſe kinds of medicines 
in general, practitioners were afraid to uſe 


them. Cooling and repelling were looked 


upon as ſynonimous terms, and therefore 
medicines that poſſeſſed theſe properties were 


| ſuppoſed to lock up the infectious matter, 


and thereby ſend it all over the habit. 


On the other hand mercury was known 


to be the only certain ſpecific in the more ad- 


vanced ſtages of the diſeaſe, both internally 


to clear the habit, and externally to remove 
the ſymptoms. 


The obſervation of the effect of mercury 
externally applied to' venereal ulcers, ſeems 
to have led furgeons into the notion of trying 


its efficacy in the form of nn. in a go- 
norrheea, 


Theſe 


13 


Theſe were ſuppoſed to deſtroy the vene- 
real virus in the parts firſt infected, and by 
being immediately applied, were ſuppoſed to 
correct the virulence, ſo as to prevent fur- 
ther damage. 


The forms of mercurial injections have 
been as various as the different preparations 
of that mineral would admit of, from a ſo- 
lution of corroſive ſublimate to the moſt 
ſimple diviſion of its parts by mucilages. 
Theſe have again been combined with ſuch 
other ſubſtances as were ſuppoſed to add to 
its virtues, or to leſſen its inconveniences. 
For this purpoſe ag. calcis is uſed to ren- 
der it more drying, mucilages and oils to de- 
fend the urethra from its acrimony. 


But to what purpoſe is it to uſe a medi- 
cine whoſe ſenſible qualities are contrary to 
the intention ? If its operation muſt be re- 
ſtrained, why muſt it be uſed? The addi- 
tion of the ag. calcis has the ſanction indeed 
of good authority for its uſe, and in ſome 
particular kinds of ulcers affiſts the virtues of 
the mercurial; but unleſs my obſervation 

D 4 deceives 


deceives me, it gives not this aſſiſtance in 
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inflamm ations, 


But the oils can only reſtrain the operati- 
on of the medicine, by inveloping the ſpiculæ 
of the ſalts by its vicidity, and thereby pre- 
venting them from coming into action. 


Inflammations moſt commonly terminate 
in reſolution or ſuppuration. As to gan- 


grene and ſcirrhus J omit them as foreign to 
my purpoſe. 


Reſolution is promoted by ſuch topics as 
cool the parts, and aſſiſt the action of the 


veſſels on their contained fluids, 


Suppuration by emollients. 


Will the corroſive preparations of mer- 
cury anſwer either of theſe purpoſes ? 


The ſame objections lye againſt the milder 
preparations, as calomel, &c. theſe differ only 
in degree, and their effects therefore can 


can 
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: only be leſs in proportion to their frengthy” *. 
5 but of the ſame kind. '- lb DICK 


Society 


The ſame objection alſo holds good a- 4 
gainſt thoſe preparations that are made by 1 
trituration with the natural balſams or [| 
gums. 


For though mercury, in its crude ſtate, is 
perfectly devoid of acrimony, yet when di- 
vided into very minute particles, it becomes a 
very active mineral, having a power of diſ- 
ſolving the juices, and rendering them highly 
acrimonious; witneſs its efſects on the ſalival 
glands. Applied to wounds, it ſtimulates and 
inflames, in proportion to the quantity made 
uſe of, and the mediums employed. With 
the natural balſams it becomes highly pene- 
trating, and ſufficiently acrimonious to di- 
r- geſt the ſloughs from foul ulcers, And if it 
has not thoſe properties in equal degree when 
divided by mucilages, it is principally owing 


ler to the great difficulty of ſufficiently dividing 
ly it by ſuch means, and to its being leſs adhe- 
an ſive, and thereby not ſtaying long enough 
an on the part, and to the very ſmall quantity 
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which thereby comes into action; and there- 
fore though applications of this kind give 
little or no pain, they are alſo for the ſame 
reaſon, to be ſuſpected of doing little or no 
ſervice. 


Conſidered in another view as an antidote 
to the venereal virus, I ſhould apprehend 
that from this mode of application, little good 
is to be expected. 


It is, I believe, a matter yet to be decided, 
whether mercury cures the venereal diſeaſe 
by altering the quality of the poiſon, and 
thereby rendering it innox'ous, or by remov- 
the obſtructions, and thereby enabling na- 
ture to carry it off through the common out- 


lets of the body. 


If the former be the caſe, how comes it that 
in ſome inſtances venereal ulcers ſo long re- 
ſiſt mercurial applications, ſo as not to be 
cured till a ſufficient quantity of mercury 
be introduced into the habit; and which by 
the way would have been cured as certainly 
without the external application as with it. 

To 


L 43 J 
To confirm the latter ſuppoſition, it is not 
neceſſary that the ſecretions be remarkably 
increaſed, as the virulent matter may be 
thrown off by degrees, till the habit be en- 
tirely free from it. 


It is a doubt with ſome able practition- 
ers whether mercury ſhould be applied in 
any form to local complaints in this diſeaſe. 


Dr. Fordyce in his review of the venereal 
diſeaſe has ſome ſtriking remarks on this 
ſubject. He ſays * that ſuch applications 
“ repreſs, or at beſt only tranſlate the com- 
« plaints for which they are uſed, rather 
* than extirpate them.“ 


The following obſervation I have more 
than once ſeen verified, | 


Rub alittle, ſuppoſe leſs than a dram at a 

* time, of mercurial ointment upon a chan- 
* cre, a beginning bubo, or a phymoſis, and 
repeat it daily for three or four times, and 
it will remove the appearance of diſeaſe 
from that part, and drive it into the conſti- 
** tution, perhaps upon the bones, probably 
66 intq 
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« into the throat, but always from the part. 
Every mercurial application to a venereal 
« ſore, whether chancre or bubo, is equally 
„ % 1mproper till you have conquered the in- 
l | 6 fection.“ 
i 

: 


. If then mereurial applications are impro- 
1 per or dangerous externally applied to vene- 
real ulcers, mercurial injections muſt alſo 
4 be improper for the running from the ureth- 
by ra, except we could allow what ſome con- 
tend for, that the clap and pox are diſtin 
diſeaſes, 


I have made frequent experiments with 
various forms of mercurial injections, and 
could never ſind any reaſon to believe that 
they were of much ſervice. 


Solutions of corroſive ſublimate leave an 
uneaſy ſenſe of heat on the part. Calo- 
mel well triturated, occaſions leſs heat, but 
| gives little or no relief to painful ſymptoms. 
| The effects of mercury incorporated with 
i} mucilages is nearly the ſame ; it ſeems to 
q be of no other uſe, than what might be ex- 
pected from any light detergent waſh, and 

for 
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for this purpoſe, in long protracted, ill co- 
loured diſcharges, it is ſometimes ſervice- 
able, 


The only injection of this kind I ever 
thought of uſe, was a ſolution of mercurius 
facharatus, and from this at one time, by 
a few caſes in which it anſwered well, I con- 
ceived good hopes of advantage ; but repeat- 
ed experiments have ſince convinced me, that 


like all other mercurial injections, it is not to 
be depended upon. 


One obſervation holds good for all, that 
when they ſeem to be of ſervice, it is gene- i 
rally a long time before they effect it; and | i! 
ſometimes after uſing them ſeveral weeks, 4 
you muſt wait yet longer for a diſappearance | 
of the running. And when we conſider the i 
patient during the whole time under a courſe 0 
of internal medicines, we may naturally ex- {i 


pect an equal benefit from ag. hordeatum & 


Y mel. roſar. a compoſition that ſeveral in the ii 
) practice frequently uſe, eſpecially in the be- | 
: ginning of the diſeaſe, to very good purpole ; | | : 
1 and indeed ſo beneficial are all kinds of cool- j : 
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ing waſhes in the beginning, and during the 
inflammatory ſtate of this diſeaſe, that they 
will render the cure much more expeditious 
and certain than any other means without 
mem, 


The principal formulæ of mercurial in- 
jections that have fallen under my notice 


have been 


A ſolution of merc. corroſ. ſublimat. from 
one grain to four or five, to an ounce of 
water. 


The ſame medicine in Ag. calcis. 


Thoſe of Mayern and Mufitanus before- 


mentioned. 


Another of the ſame kind by Mr. Falk, 
lately publiſhed, which is compoſed of a 
{cruple of well waſhed Calomel to an ounce 
of water, 


To theſe may be added a ſolution of mer- 
cury, after Dr. Plenk's method, by Mr. Row- 


ley, with an addition of linſeed oil, 
As 


409-1 
As alſo the following formula, which I 
have ſo frequently met with in private pre- 
ſeription, that it ſeems to have been as much 


uſed as any. 


B Ung. Cærul. fort. 306. Ol. Olivar, vi Lini) Zije 
aqs font. 35. wvitel. ov. 9. 1. fiat. inject io. 


The greaſy oily additions in theſe laſt 
preſeriptions ſeem as little calculated to an- 
ſwer any good purpoſe as the mercury itſelf, 


In ſuperficial inflammations attended with 
an acrimonious diſcharge, and on ſuch parts, 
where the external membrane is ſo exceed- 
ingly fine and irritable, as the lining of the 
urethra, and internal parts of the eye-lids, 
oily and greaſy applications are found to be 
injurious ; Whether it be that from the viſ- 


cidity of their parts, they obſtruct the finer 


veſſels, or that from their aptneſs to grow 
rancid from heat, they acquire an acri- 
mony of their own, I do not determine; 
but certain it is that ſuch applications to 
theſe parts I have mentioned, will aggra- 
vate inſtead of appeafing painful ſymptoms, 
I have known a bread and milk poultice 


with 


— — — <- -— 
— — * - — - — n — 7 
| 3 - 4 N _ _ __ * _— —— 
—— — — _ "Sls. ? tu rs n 
2 ——— - 1 


_ ___— 
ID 


— 
- — — — — 
2 NH AS” oy 


1 


| 
| 
| 


L 48 J 
with a large addition of oil, render a per- 
ſon in an opthalmy almoſt delirious; and 
the ſame perſon was relieved by changing 
the poultice for one of bread ſoaked in wa- 
ter and applied cold. 


Again, the known property of oil to ge- 
nerate looſe ſpongy fleſh when applied to 
ulcers, ſhould forbid its uſe in the urethra, 
as ſuch an effect would produce very diſa- 
greable conſequences, 


Upon the whole, neither mercurial, oily, 
nor balſamic medicines appear to be of any 
ſervice in inflammations of the urethra, as 
their manifeſt qualities are contrary to the 


intention either of removing the pain, or re- 
preſſing the inflammation ; and accordingly 


we find that cooling antiphlogiſtick appli- 
cations are not only of more ſervice to 
abate the pain, but alſo that a cure is obtain- 
ed by the uſe of them with more certainty, 
and in leſs time than by the others. 


I have only to add that fince my thoughts 


have been employed on this ſubject, I have 
had an opportunity to examine an injection 


of a celebr ated practitioner in this way, which 
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found to be a weak ſolution of vitriolum al- 
bum, with an addition of bole. 


Having gone through the opinions of 
others, as far as is neceſſary to form a judg- 
ment on their practice, and having alſo given 
the principal forms that have been recom- 
mended, it will be neceſſary to add ſuch ob- 
ſervations as may tend to point out the in- 
tentions to be anſwered, and the materials 


moſt proper for the purpoſe. 


That injections, therefore, may be bene- 
ficial in a gonorrhœa, they ſhould poſſeſs 
ſuch properties as are uſeful in an inflamed 
ſtate of the parts. 


They ſhould be ſuch as cool the heat, al- 
lay pain, and reſiſt putrefaction. 


They ſhould be moderately ſtimulating, 
diſcutient, and ſedative. 


They ſhould have a tendency to preſerve 
the elaſticity of the veſſels, and to reſiſt the 
too great influx of the fluids into them. 


E | Theſe 
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Theſe are neceſſary properties during the 
inflammatory ſtate of the urethra. 


All heating, and greatly ſtimulating, or 
acrimonious medicines are to be avoided; as 
alſo all ſuch as by their relaxing property, 
weaken the actions of the ſolids, and there- 
by render them leſs able to reſiſt the accu- 


mulating matter. 


Buperficial inflammations, are certainly en- 
ereaſed by relaxing topicks, and acrimony 
will be rather produced than deſtroyed by 
oily applications. 


In ſhort, whatever contributes to preſerve 
the ſolids, to promote a free circulation 
through the veſſels, to leſſen the heat, and 
allay pain, are certainly the means we are to 


make ule of. 


It is needleſs to ſearch through the whole 
materia medica, for every article that has a 
tendency to promote theſe effects, and there- 


fore though all abſorbent earths, vegetable 


and mineral acids, contain more or leſs of the 
properties we want, yet I ſhall only ſelect a 
few 


© bas wt (9 


5 
few, ſuch as are moſt uſeful in the preſent 


caſe, and ſuch as will generally anſwer the 
end. 


For this purpoſe I ſhall mention Bole, Ce- 
rus, Sal Saturni, all the Vitriols, and Ærugo 
Eris ; to theſe may be occaſionally added, 
Sal Ammoniac, Ag. Calcis, and Camphor : 
from theſe materials may be ſelected all that 
is neceſſary in moſt caſes, for the injections 
I am ſpeaking of. 


Bole, as it contains a ſmall portion of the 


vitriolic acid, is ſomewhat cooling, and from 


its ſoft, glutinous quality, it is a defenſative 
from acrimony ; 1ts principal uſe 1s as an ab- 
ſorbent; J have mentioned it chiefly as an 
intentional medicine, which, as alſo the ce- 
ruſs, might ſerve for thoſe variations, that 
are frequent and neceflary in practice. 


Sal Saturni is cooling, lightly aſtringent 
and ſedative. Its aſtringency is not ſo great 
on experiment as its harſh ſtyptic taſte 
{ſeems to imply. It is leſs aftringent than 
either of the other ſalts, but its ſedative qua- 
lity is much greater. Largely diluted and 
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aſſiſted with moderate warmth, it remark- 
ably appeaſes pain in inflammations, and 
procures relief ſooner than any other appli- 
cations ; this it ſeems to effect by cooling the 
parts, and leflening ſenſation. But it does 
not check the diſcharge as much as the 
others. Experiment will fully prove this: 
I have known Sal Saturn; uſed as an aſtrin- 
gent, to reſtrain a diſcharge from the interior 
parts of the eye-lids four or five weeks with- 
out effect, and have ſeen the fame removed 
in as many days, by the vitriolic. I cannot 
aſſign a ſatisfactory reaſon for the different 
effects of theſe ſalts, but the fact is true, and 
I have ſeen it frequently. 


The vitriolic ſalts in weak ſolutions are 
allo very cooling; they are more aftrin- 
gent than the ſaturnine, but do not poſſeſs 
the antiſpaſmodic quality in an equal, if in 
any degree. The ſtimulus ariſing from 
them is of a different kind; they are more 
ſty ptic, but not ſo ſedative; therefore they are 
not ſo eligible during the inflammatory tate. 


The vitriolic ſalts differ alſo in degree 
from each other. Ihe white are the weakeſt, 
and the blue are the ſtrongeſt. 

Cuprous 
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Cuprous ſalts are more reſtringent than 
either. As a proof that they are ſtronger, 
and that they cauſe more violent corruga- 
tions of the fibres, we may obſerve that one 


grain of Ærugo Aris taken into the ſtomach, 
will work as {ſuddenly and as violently as 


ten grains of Vitriolum Album. 


It is neceſſary to obſerve, that though 
theſe ſalts are different in their form, and 
though each of them poſſeſs properties pecu- 
liar to itſelf, they have alſo ſome properties 
in common. They are all of them reſtrin- 
gent to a certain degree, though ſome are 
much more ſo than others. 


It is alſo proper to remark, that theſe 
ſalts, eſpecially the Sal Saturni, may be ſo 
managed, by being largely diluted, as to be 
ſcarcely, if at all, reſtringent, or at leaſt to 
retain no more of that property than will 
ariſe from cooling the heat, leſſening the 
pain, and ſtrengthening the fibres, and 
thereby rather enable nature to reſtrain the 
diſcharge, than check it by any aſtringency 
of their own; and at the ſame time we have 


it in our power, by increaſing the quantity, 
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to procure a very conſiderable degree of re- 
ſtringency. It is this property, that makes 
them ſo uſeful in gonorrhœas. We may 
uſe them as antiphlogiſticks only, or as 
ſtrong aſtringents, according to the ſort we 
uſe, and the ſtrength we give them. 


The Sal Armoniac and Ag. Calcis will 


be often found to be uſeful aſſiſtants to the 


other ſalts, their known virtues will direct 


their application to thoſe thin, ſcœtid, ſanious 
diſcharges we often meet with. 


But the Camphire is to be uſed principally 
as a fiimulant; and for this purpoſe, in long 
continued runnings, where the conſequent 
relaxation 1s great, a warm ſtimulus is often 


neceſſary to enable the weakened fibres to 
reaſſume their functions. 


Many circumſtances are alſo to be attend- 
ed to with reſpect to injections, which at firſt 
view appear trifling, yet are neceſſary both 
to prevent aceidents and to render the cure 
ſpeedy and perfect. 


The 
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The bole ſhould be carefully waſhed to 
free it from ſand, the ſalts and camphire 
ſhould paſs the filter. Whenever the Ung, 
Agyptiac. is uſed, which by the way is the 
beſt preparation of the æruginous ſalt, the 
fineſt part ſhould only be choſen, ſuch as is 
found ſwimming on the top of the veſſel; 
it ſhould alſo be ſuffered to ſtand ſome time 
after being mixt, that it may perfectly dit- 
ſolve, and ſhould alſo be filtrated through 


paper. 


The Urethra is remarkably irritable when 
in a ſound ſtate, but much more ſo when 
inflamed. A flake of camphire, a grain of 
| ſand, or of ſalt undiſſolved, will give ex- 
cruciating pain if it lodges in the urethra, 


The ſyphon ſhould be of that fort with 
the pyramidal point; and the injection 
ſhould be thrown up gradually : plain wa- 
ter haſtily forced up the urethra by ſud- 
denly diftending it, will give a very acute 
pain, 


Theſe cautions are not ſo neceſſary for wo- 
men as for men, for obvious reaſons. 


Wo- 
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Women alſo will bear them of a greater 


ſtrength ; but with both, thoſe that are at 
firſt uſed ſhould be mild, 


It is not neceſſary to diſtinguith claps in- 
to ſimple and compound, to know what fort 
of injections to make uſe of; more certain 
indications may be taken from the degree 
of inflammation, and from the quantity and 
condition of the diſcharge, 


If the ſymptoms are mild, as is generally 
the caſe at the beginning, with little heat 
and ſcarce any pain, it is eaſily cured, 


For this 


A grain of Vitriolum Album diflolved in 
an ounce of water, to which may be added, 
occaſionally, a {mall quantity of bole or ce- 
ruſs, will, if thrown up twice or thrice a day, 
after making water, with the aſſiſtance of 
proper internals, ſpeedily effect a cure. 


I have mentioned one grain of Vitriolum 
Album, as a proper quantity to begin with, 
as it will be generally found to ſucceed better 
0 74 than 


I 


than a larger quantity, and indeed as much as 
moſt men can bear, at firſt, without pain. 


But when the inflammatory ſymptoms 
are high, and attended with priapiſms, cor- 
dee, &c. then the indications direct us to 
cool the heat, abate the pain, and leſſen the 
ſtimulus. We ſhould not at this time by 
any means attempt to ſtop the running; the 
veſſels muſt be allowed to employ themſelves; 
otherwiſe the great quantity of fluids deter- 
mined to theſe parts, by the increaſed ſti- 
mulus, would, if ſuddenly ſtopt, bring on a 
greater degree of inflammation from the ob- 
ſtruction, and after a few days the quantity 
of matter becoming too great for the elaſti- 
city of the veſſels, would break down with 
double violence. I believe that there are few 
of the profeſſion, who have not obſerved, that 
after a ſudden ſtoppage :of large diſcharges, 
they have returned in a much greater propor- 
tion, to which has been added a difficulty of 
cure, proportionate to the relaxation occaſion- 
ed by the too great diſtenſion of the veſſels. 


Neither are the proſtrate, or veſiculæ ſe- 
minales, or the teſtes themſelves, in this in- 
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ſtance out of danger; inflammations are 
eaſily extended to the neighbouring parts, 
and the glandular will, in a particular man- 
ner, be liable to partake of it. 


The Sal Saturni therefore in this inſtance 
is preferable to either of the other Salts, and 
this alſo ſhould be largely diluted, ſo as to 
prevent any ſtimulus. 


I do not pretend to be ſo ſanguine an ad- 
vocate for the Sal Saturni, as Monſ. Goulard; 
yet in this caſe I would certainly prefer it to 
either of the others, as it is equally cooling, 
leſs reſtringent, and more ſedative. 


Whence this difference ariſes between ſalts 
of ſuch general ſimilar properties, I know 
not, no more than the reaſon of their aſſum- 
ing ſuch different forms in their chryſtalliza- 
tion, but experience will verify it : make 
the experiment in the common Fluor Albus, 
and you will find Sal Saturn will frequently 
produce a good colour and conſiſtence, but 
will ſeldom check the diſcharge, while a due 
management of the others, will generally 
effect a cure. 


To 
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To return to the inflamed urethra ; a few 
drops of the Acetum Lythargyrites, or of Sal 
Saturni, from half a grain to a grain in an 
ounce of water, or any light emollient de- 
coction, thrown up the yrethra three or four 
times a day, will ſoon alleviate the moſt vi- 
olent painful ſymptoms. It muſt be ob- 
ſerved that the oftener you uſe them the 
weaker they muſt be ; and that when the 
pain is exceſſive, warming the mixture will 


aſſiſt the quieting property. 


Some in this caſe chuſe to truſt toemolli- 
ents only, and the practice is good; but the 
addition of a ſmall quantity of this ſalt will 
remove the pain in leſs time, 


When the pain abates, the injection ſhould 
be uſed cold, as it braces the fibres more ef- 
fectually than when warm; but it will {el- 
dom be neceſſary to increaſe the quantity to 
more than one grain to an ounce, and it 
ſhould never be increaſed in the beginning. 


In moſt cafes under this method, you will 
find the pain will ſpeedily go off, the run- 
ning in a few days will begin to leſſen, and 
become 
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become of a good colour, and frequently in 
a fortnight, often in leſs time, the cure will 
be compleated, 


But if after ufing it eight or ten days, the 
pain and inflammation being gone off, the 
diſcharge ity] continues, and in equal quan- 
tity, no errors in internals or regimen hav- 
ing been committed, it will be proper to lay 
aſide the Sal Saturn, and try the Vitriolum 
Album : beginning with one grain to an 
ounce, This perſevered in for a few days, 
will generally anſwer the end; but it will 
ſeldom be neceſſary to increaſe the quantity 
to more than two grains, for if this will not 
anſwer, the Mel Agyptiacum becomes, in this 
caſe, a better medicine, as it is more power- 


fully reſtringent. 


Perhaps ſome may object to the ſmall 
quantity of the ſalts here ordered, as inade- 
quate to the end; but let it be remembered 
that every ſtimulus, for the reaſons above- 
mentioned, ſhould be avoided ; the urethra 
is exceedingly irritable, and too great a fit- 
mulus would rather increaſe than leſſen the 
diicharge. It is however eaſy to increaſe 


the 
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the power of a medicine, though it is often 
difficult to obviate the ill affects of too ſtrong 
an application. An addition of Bole to the 
ſolution of Vitriol, heightens (in my opi- 
nion) its efficacy as an aſtringent. 


Some prefer the ſalts united, ſuppoſing 
they have a ſuperior efficacy when uſed to- 
gether ; but I think their virtues are more 


ſucceſsfully obtained, when uſed ſeparately, 


in the manner above-mentioned. 


Others again approve of Camphire largely 
diluted, even in the inflammatory ſtate, and 
think it appeaſes pain. I have frequently 
uſed the following formula to very good 
purpoſe. 


BR Sal Saturni Vitrel. Alb, a gr. iv. Camphore pr. ij. 
ag. fontan, Svilj, Camphera primum cum pauxillo ſpi- 
ritus vingſi reificats teratur, ut mol eſcat deinde aguam 
ſenſim, denique Jales adde, et per Chartam cola. 


When the running has been of long con- 
tinuance, as 1s frequently the caſe, where 
internals have been wholly truſted to; the 
pain and inflammatory ſymptoms being gone 
off, it becomes neceſſary, in order to reſtrain 

ft, 


62 J 
it, to have recourſe to more powerful re- 


ſtringents, even though the colour of the 
diſcharge ſhould not be ſuch as we could 


wiſh. - 


We often find, from previous bad habits of 


body, or from the long continued relaxation 


of the veſſels, that the diſcharge bears an ill 
aſpect long after the infectious quality is 
removed. However, an exact inquiry in- 
to the previous ſymptoms, and method of 
treatment, ſhould be made, that proper inter- 


nals may be adminiſtered, 


In this caſe the Sal Saturni will be of little 
ſervice. The Vitriolum Album will be pro- 
per to begin with, and may be increaſed to 
{ſomewhat a larger quantity. If this does not 
anſwer you may try the Vitriolum Ceruleum, 
and if this fails, we may have recourſe to the 
Cuprous Salts; theſe may allo be aſſiſted by a 
combination with Sal Armoniac or Ag. Cal- 
cis. It is needleſs to mention a variety of 


formulæ, when the intention is ſo evident; 


but it is proper to obſerve, that we ſhould be 
careful not to ſtimulate ſo as to give much 


pain. The point of due ſtrength ſeems to 
be 


RES. 


t 


be, when the injection gives a ſlight ſenſa- 
tion which preſently goes off. 


It is but ſeldom you will meet with much 
difficulty in the cure while the running 
bears an appearance of matter, but when the 
diſcharge is limpid, colourleſs, and tena- 
ceous, and if it is alſo in great quantity and 
of long continuance, it is much more diffi- 
cult of cure. This is the true gonorrhea ; 
the conſequence of too great relaxation, and 
it is often attended with a paralytick affec- 
tion of the ner ves, and except in young ſub- 
jects will ſeldom admit of a radical cure by 
this, or indeed by any other method. 


The addition of Camphire to quicken the 
torpid nerves, while with reſtringents 
we endeavour to brace up the weakened 
fibres (which in this inſtance ſhould alſo be 
uſed as an embrocation to the penis and 
teſles) together with a ſuitable diet, and me- 
dicines, will relieve for a time, but a degree 
of impotency will always remain, and flight 
occaſions will renew the diſeaſe. Even the 
bougie, the only abſolute cure in this caſe, 
is not always eligible, as, by the deſtruction 
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of the mucous glands, or by whatever other 
means the ſecretions from the lacunæ, and 
the mucus neceſſary for the defence of the 
urethra are by the long continued uſe of 
them deſtroyed, and the patient is ſubject to 
the ſtranguary ever aſter: but this by the 
way. 


It is further to be obſerved, that the com- 
poſitions recommended for injections are 
equally uſeful when the odoriferous glands 
are afſected, as frequent waſhing of the part 
with them, will ſoon heal the excoriations. 


In the Phymoſis whether arifing from the 
acrimony of the virulent matter, from con- 
cealed ſhankers, or from the general inflam- 


mation accompanying the diſeaſe, there is 


no remedy at preſent known, equal to thoſe I 
have been recommending ; a few days will 
put an end to moſt of them, and it is worthy 
of remark, and may be admitted as a proof 
of the utility of this method, that when the 
prepuce gives way, you find the ſhankers if 
there are any, already diſcharging a laudable 
matter, and appear forwarder in the cure, 
than they would have done in a much longer 


time by any other method, 
In 
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In high inflammations, where the prepuce 
is greatly {welled, and eſpecially in the Pa- 
raphymofis, cataplaſms on the ſame principle 
will be of great ſervice : theſe will alſo affiſt 
the ſpeedy removal of the inflammarory 
ſymptoms of the urethra, being applied 
to the penis; but this is ſeldom neceſſary. 


In the Hernia humeralis, applications of 
this kind are exceedingly uſeful, either applied 
as embrocations, or in the form of cataplaſms, 
but here they ſhould be made ftronger, and 
more ſtimulating. 


At the beginning, a ſuſpenſor, a recum- 
bent poſture, and an imbrocation compoſed 
of Goulard's ſaturnine water, with an addi- 
tion of camphorated ſpirits, or vinegar, will 


in a few days generally remove the com- 
plaint. 


But if the ſwelling be greatly enlarged, 
and violently painful, it may be neceflary 
to add phlebotomy, a free uſe of opium, 
and cataplaſms of the above-mentioned in- 
gredients, interpoſing occaſionally ſal cathar- 
ticus and manna, with frequent draughts of 

neutral 
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neutral medicines, according as the fever | is 


more or leſs violent. 


Under this treatment the pain will ſoon 


go off, and the ſwelling will gradually 


ſubſide, without the danger of ſuppuration, 
or that remaining hardneſs of the epididymis, 
ſo frequently an attendant on the cuſtomary 


method. 


With reſpect to women, the advantage 
of injections of this kind, are even greater 
than to men. 


In the old method women were exceed- 
ingly difficult of cure, which perhaps pro- 
ceeded from the greater relaxation, and na- 
tural ſpungineſs of the parts, and from their 
natural propenſity to the fluor albus. 


It was very common to find the cure of 
women, protracted to a great length of time, 
and it often left them with a running, no 


way ſatisfactory either to the practitioner or 
patient. 


But with a proper uſe of injections they 
are as ſpeedily cured as men, the running is 


a8 


„ 
as efſectually carried off, and by a careful 


management, thoſe who were ſubje& to the 


| fluor alnus, will find that complaint removed 
alſo. 


It is needleſs to give any particular direc- 
tions for women, as the treatment is the 
{ame for both, ſaving only, that in the de- 
cline of the diſeaſe, ſome women, eſpecially 


thoſe of a lax fibre, require ſtronger 1 injec- 
tions than men. 


I have now gone through the ſubject, and 
I hope I have advanced nothing, but which 
will be found true in practice. I am ſenſible 
of my imperfections both in method and 
ſtile, and claim only the indulgence due to 
a juſt intention. It is not without anxiety 
I ſubmit theſe conſiderations to the judg- 
ment of the more able profeſſors of the art, 
of which I am an unworthy member, and 
ſhould be glad if ſome of them would more 
fully purſue the ſubject, and favour us with 
compleater directions than mine, 


I have added no direQions for the uſe of 
internals, both as they are foreign to my pur- 


pole 
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- poſe, and as it would have been preſump 
tion in me to have entered on a ſubjea 


* which has been ſo amply and ſatisfactoril 
treated by others, 
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